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From the Pastor 

Dear Friends –  

In some churches, activity levels slow down during the summer.  Not so at 
CPC!  These days have been good days… 

In addition to worshipping together every Sunday and marking celebrations 
such as Pentecost Sunday with joy, we’ve also hosted the Presbytery of 
Elizabeth for worship and study… and so we continue to fulfill our vision of 
Inspiring Worship, as we praise and glorify God. 

Every night for a week, adults and teens shared treasured bible stories with 
our younger children, planting seeds of faith that we will grow and water as 
Sunday school resumes….and so we continue to fulfill our vision of Engaged 
Discipleship as we grow deeper in our faith. 

We have gathered with each other for graduation celebrations and picnics 
and we have invited our local community to join in the fun with Movie Nights 
Under the Stars….and so we continue to fulfill our vision of Nurturing 
Relationships as we love and care for one another. 

Members of this family have served God’s people faithfully in Philadelphia 
and in  New York City, becoming the hands and feet of Christ to those who 
are hurting and afraid and alone….and so we continue to fulfill our vision of 
Transforming Mission as we embody God’s love in service to the world. 

And we have given of our time and talents and resources generously to 
support God’s work from this beautiful corner of the garden….and so we 
continue to fulfill our vision of Faithful Stewardship as we express our 
gratitude to God. 

People of God at CPC, thank you for living out our mission, in these summer 
days and in all days, to be welcoming congregation, sharing Christ’s love.  
I am so proud to be your pastor and I cannot wait to see what God will do in 
our midst in the days that lie ahead.  

In the words of an old song, “We’ve only just begun!” 

See you in church, 

Tracey 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

Clinton Presbyterian Church 
is a welcoming congregation 
called to share Christ’s love. 

 

 

Vision 

We will live out this  
mission through: 

 

Inspiring Worship,  
as we praise and glorify God, 

 
Engaged Discipleship, 

as we grow deeper in our faith, 
 

Nurturing Relationships, 
as we love and care for 

one another, 
 

Transforming Mission, 
as we embody God’s love in 

service to the world, 
 

Faithful Stewardship, 
as we express our gratitude 

to God. 
 

Clinton Presbyterian Church   91 Center Street, Clinton, NJ  08809 

908.735.5029 ●  www.clintonpresbyterian.net 

 

Clinton 
Presbyterian 
Church 

222000111444   
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On the evening of May 27th of this year, the 664
th
 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Elizabeth 

was held at our lovely Clinton Presbyterian Church.  It was an honor to host the representatives 
of our fellow brother and sisters from the almost 50 Presbyterian Churches in our district, and 
Fellowship Hall was filled to capacity for the meeting and delicious treats.   

The event started as usual, with a brown bag dinner brought by the participants, accompanied 
by the treats and beverages graciously provided and served by our wonderful volunteers.  
During that time an informative and thought-provoking powerpoint presentation was given by 
pastor Susan Rack and Elder Paul Rack on their recent trip to Israel and Palestine. As often the 
case, 1

st
 hand information gives different insight than what we get from the media.  

Following this we all moved into the sanctuary for worship.  I always love this part of Presbytery 
meetings; the diverse ‘congregants’ are all pastors, elders and active members.  The front pews 
fill first, and the singing is joyful and unites us in a spirit of community. Presbytery’s interim 
director, Cheryl Galan, spoke on “Choosing Fun Over Drudgery”, referencing the book the 
pastors are jointly reading called, “I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church”.  The sermon is preached 
by the hosting pastor, and always inspires.  Our Tracey was no exception as she extolled upon 
us the virtues of Joy, and how we need to put more fun into our work.  Her sermon was entitled, 
“Like a Child”, and the follow-up group activity back in Fellowship Hall invited us to play with 
playdough and use picture prompts to incite creative thinking when addressing our more serious 
conversations. It’s also important to note that the service included beautiful music by our own 
Ingrid and Matthew, a treat that was fun to share with others in our Presbytery! 

Included in the service was the commissioning of our five representatives to travel to our 221
st
 

General Assembly. The charge was taken seriously, as participants were aware of the 
importance of the work to be done there.  

The meeting that followed included the usual reports, and the examination of a few calls to the 
position of Inquiry, and Candidacy.  It’s always refreshing to hear a new applicant’s Statement of 
Faith.  

The meeting then featured a report by Camp Johnsonburg’s new director, Elise Bates Russell.  
Her ideas and enthusiasm were encouraging and reminded us of the value our youth receive 
when attending there.  If you haven’t visited yet, it may be time! 

Thank you to all who helped make this evening the great success that it was. We were proud to 
host our Presbytery in Clinton, and wanted you to know about this special event! 

-Lisa CH Lomauro, Presbytery Commissioner 
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Part Time Music Director 

On July 1, Matthew Bradley officially began in the role of Part Time Director 
of Music Ministries at CPC. 

Matthew brings the skill set we need to maintain many of our current music 
offerings while also indicating a commitment to help us grow the strength of 
the these offerings and incorporate music and worship into other parts of 
our church life outside of Sunday morning worship. 

Please offer him your prayers and encouragement as he undertakes this 
ministry. 

 
 

On July 20, Ingrid Gray, our Church Musician, shared the 
news that she has accepted a new call.  She writes, 
 
Dear CPC Church Family: 

You never know what God has in store for you – day to day, week to week… 

I am quite surprised myself as I share with you that God is leading me to 
different church, and that since I cannot clone myself and also stay at CPC,  
I must offer my resignation…. 
 
 

Grateful thanks to the Members of the Music Ministry Task Force of Adrienne Hodulik, Ralph Marsh, 
Sharon Stevens, Elsje Terblanche, Larry Kursar and Rich Prakopcyk who invested much time and 
effort in guiding us faithfully to extending this call to Matthew.  
 

In all sincerity, I was not looking for another church position, because I am really quite content to 
serve our CPC church family in our excellent music ministry.  Oddly, the other position suddenly 
emerged in my immediate and this little church is in dire need of someone with my skills and 
experience… 

In reflection, I have been richly blessed by the privilege to serve God and  
you – my brothers and sisters – at CPC. My journey with you over the last  
ten years has been filled with love and support, and together we have faithfully weathered the various 
challenges. I have deep gratitude for being part of the CPC church family:  you have all expressed 
your Christian love in so many ways, and it will be quite sad and difficult when my last Sunday arrives. 

As I continue my work here in my remaining weeks, I will absolutely treasure my waning CPC 
moments. 

THANK YOU all for being such a beautiful, spiritual and loving part of my life on earth. 

In God’s love, 

Ingrid 
 
 
We too are grateful to have shared this time with Ingrid and wish to surround her with God’s blessings 
as she moves forward.  Ingrid’s last Sunday will be August 31. In order to thank her for all of the 
beautiful music she has provided us with and to wish her well, we are having a pot-luck brunch on 
August 24 right after worship.  If you are able to join us, please contact Betty Ann Dhein at  
908-638-6277 or email bettydhein@comcast.net, to let her know what you will be bringing.   Some 
options are:  Egg or French toast casserole, muffins, coffee cake, fruit, juice, or any other breakfast 
food that will serve 8 people.  The church will provide coffee and tea and the hospitality.   
 
Hope that you can join us! 
 

mailto:bettydhein@comcast.net
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Trips to the zoo, the bank, Niagara Falls, France, the beach, the DMV…he has been just about 
everywhere!  What a fun way for us to remember as we are scattered as a church family 
throughout the summer months that Jesus is with us always!  

Keep the great photos coming!  We are offering weekly prizes and at our Fall Kick off Breakfast on 
September 7 we’ll announce the Grand Prize Winners!   
 
Check out our Facebook page “Clinton Presbyterian Church” for more pictures. 
 

 
 

June/July in Review 

Games! Food! Face Painting!  Swimming! Water 
Balloons!  And even an appearance by Flat Jesus.  This 
year’s all church picnic at Camp Carr on June 29, had it 
all!  Thanks to all those who helped out and big thanks 
to all who joined in the fun!   We are already making 
plans for next year! 
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Inspiring Worship 

THTTS Youth Mission Trip 
to Philadelphia 

This year's trip to Philadelphia was a 
huge success with 36 teens and five 
chaperones working together. We were 
able to return to "our" streets to continue 
ministering to the families. We had 
several new teens join our group who 
brought new excitement and ideas to the 
group. All of our teens did a fabulous job 
showing Christ's love throughout the 
week. We returned  to Philabundance 
where our team packed 10,461 pounds of 
food and 9996 pounds of frozen meat--
totaling more than 20,000 meals in one 
morning! We spent another morning 
helping out at the Philadelphia Access 
Center and a day at Cradles to Crayons. 
Each afternoon we worked with Bible 
Club Ministries bringing God's word to 
hundreds of children and their families. 
Our final night we put on a Gospel Fair 
complete with food, a Bouncy House, 
balloons, face painting and Mister Softee 
ice cream for everyone (donated by one 
of our chaperones). One of the men from 
Bible Club Ministries  shared his story of 
salvation touching the hearts of everyone 
who attended. Several people made the 
decision to follow Christ that night. 
Thanks be to God.  

The highlight of entertainment for the 
evening was by far, Dr. D Entertainment.  
Dr. D. donated his time traveling down to 
Philly to serve as our DJ and MC for the 
fair. The kids and their families danced 
the evening away rocking to fun hits with 
Dr. D.  

We are truly thankful to all of our CPC 
family for their support both financially 
and prayerfully. We could not do this 
important mission work without your help.  
We already have plans in place for 2015 
with new fun mission ideas to reach out 
to even more families.  

Our next opportunity for Philly Mission will 
be returning with filed backpacks for the 
third year. You can sponsor a Back Pack 
for just $10. Please see page 9 for more 
details. 

June/July in Review 
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& Breakfast 

June/July  

Graduation Sunday 

On Sunday, June 1, we celebrated with our congregation, the high school graduation of eleven of our young 
people.  Recognized during worship were:  Foster Barnes, Krystal Cyphers, Eddie Forman, Alexa Lazzarotti, 
Chad Lundeen, Julie McCutcheon, Kyle Morello, Kerry O'Reilly, Abigail Speck, Megan Sergison, Madeleine 
Terblanche. Beautiful blankets were lovingly made by our Women's Bible Study group and given to the graduates 
at a reception following in the Fellowship Hall.  We wish them much success and send them off on this journey 
with many prayers. 
 
 

in Review 

June 8 ... Pentecost Sunday  

Bells were ringing and singers were singing... 
Yes, that's right.  The Spring 2014 edition of the CPC Combined Anthem included 90 participants and seemed 
to enhance an already meaningful service.  Thanks to everyone who took the time to be a part of this great 
opportunity. 
 
 

Movie Night Under the Stars 

The CE Ministry team had been talking about summer movie nights for some time and this summer we made it a 
reality! We watched Mary Poppins on June 27 and Frozen on July 25. Dr. D., Danny Torrone volunteered his 
services and he, along with Matt Hodulik, set up the movie on his flat white truck.  Popcorn, glow sticks, and 
music, games and trivia questions from Dr. D. kept us entertained each night as we waited for the sun light to go 
down.  Word must have spread about what a fun time it was - we had 50 people at our first movie night and 90 
at our second! We were happy that so many friends in the community had a chance to catch a glimpse of what 
fun we have as a church family. 

 

Thanks to all who came and all who helped 
out at these events. Many thanks to Dr. D 
and Matt for helping us get the movies 
rolling and for entertaining us beforehand!  
 
 

Look for more fun events  

                         in the months ahead! 
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VBS
 

in Review 
 

in Review 

From July 7 – 11, we opened our church doors to 33 
children in our community and shared this good news:  
Jesus’ love is one of a kind and He loves us all of the time!   
Jesus loves us… even when we’re left out, when we’re 
different, when we don’t understand, when we do wrong 
and when we are afraid.  Thank you, parents, for bringing 
your kids to Vacation Bible School each evening to learn 
about this amazing love!   

The children shared Jesus’ love with dogs and cats in 
need of love.  The families brought in dog food and cat 
food.  They supplied pet treats and toys.  The pile by our 
“pet shelter” on the chancel grew and grew.  These 
generous contributions were given to Tabby’s Place in 
Ringoes, NJ, and to Rogers’ Rescues in Whitehouse 
Station, NJ ~ two local organizations who rescue cats and 
dogs.  Thank you to all who shared your heart with these 
animals in need. 

Our amazing kitchen crew prepared a delicious dinner 
each evening.  Thank you for the time spent planning and 
shopping and prepping and serving.  The kids enjoyed a 
wonderful meal around a table with their crew leaders and 
groups.  Fellowship Hall was far from quiet as the kids 
chatted away. 

And wow – the Berson family did it again!  Thank you to 
Joanne for decorations that well exceeded our expec-
tations.  The weird animals were hiding in a fun forest 
behind colorful flowers and pool noodle vines ~ the perfect 
backdrop for our silly and wonderful actors in the 
opening/closing programs.  

And thank you to all 40 volunteers who enthusiastically 
gave up their week to assist us. 

Whether you were a leading a zoo crew, serving up dinner 
or scooping ice cream in the kitchen,  printing and paying 
for supplies, making signs, taking pictures, running the 
AV, making red question marks, setting up tables, cutting 
foam dog tags, finding pool noodles at garage sales, 
cutting and painting and creating decorations,  being the 
voice of police hunting Christians, playing Jesus or Saul or 
Dr. Paws, leading or helping at stations, wearing crazy 
hats and acting silly at the opening and closing, teaching 
the children songs, bringing a tarantula and legless lizard, 
holding the large snake, we thank you!!  And to those who 
could not join us but kept us in daily prayers, we thank you 
too!  The VBS team is grateful for all of you! 

If you missed out on the fun, join us next time.  It’s a week 
guaranteed to make you smile!  God certainly was looking 
down on us each night.  Through you all, we could feel  
His love!  
 

Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible 
tells me so.…a simple but amazing message.   
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 Looking Ahead 

Worship in August   

August 3 – Jim Morris Preaching 
 
The other Sundays, Tracey will be continuing with the 
Summer in the Psalms Series. The Book of Psalms is the 
Hebrew hymnbook. In the psalms we hear people of faith 
express their greatest longings, their deepest joys, their 
bewildered questions, their wonderful praise, and their loyal 
faith in God. Allow their ancient words to bring life to  
your soul this summer. 
 
 

CPC will once again aid Bethlehem Presbyterian 
Church  host our Family Promise neighbors (formerly Interfaith Hospitality Network- IHN) 

Sunday, August 3 and Sunday, August 10 and we could sure use your help!  
 

Opportunities to serve: 

●Prepare lunch or dinner on either/both Sunday(s). 

●Spend three hours after either lunch (2-5 pm) or dinner (7-10 pm) on either/both Sunday(s).  
No special task, just hang around and be of company to our guests.  

●Overnight on either/both Sunday(s) from 10 pm on Sunday, until 7 am Monday morning.   
 

For further details and to find out how little it takes to make a huge difference in someone’s life, 
please contact co-coordinators Mary Joan Barr at mjbarr1@earthlink.net or 

Ino Sowder at ino.sowder@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Host Families Needed 
for Chinese Cultural Exchange Students 

 
If you have ever been interested in hosting a foreign exchange student,  

here is a great opportunity. 
Host families/households are needed for August 3-18. 

This program is sponsored by ERDT Envision (see erdtenvision.org for more details). 
If interested, please contact Dave Anderson - danderson@erdtenvision.org or 908-894-3203. 

 

mailto:mjbarr1@earthlink.net
mailto:ino.sowder@gmail.com
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High School Mission Group/THTTS 
Backpacks for Philly 

 

Takin’ Him to the Streets has been busy 
planning mission projects for the fall season. We 
are very excited about our kick-off project. 
 
Last year we distributed over 150 backpacks 
filled with school supplies to kids in Philly. This 
year we want to distribute even more backpacks! 
 
We know how important education is. This is a 
simple way to make a difference in a child’s life. 
Through your donations and prayers we can 
make a difference one child at a time. 

A donation box for backpacks and school 
supplies is located in the back of the sanctuary.  
Cash or checks (please indidcate “backpack 
project” on memo line of check) can be given to 
any of our high school students or sent to the 
church office. 

Questions?   
Please contact Dave Kelly (908.391.6372) or 
Jill Prakopcyk (908.310.4765). 

 

 
 

Two ways you can help us reach our goal: 

1) Sponsor a Pack: We will be purchasing and  
    filling backpacks. You can sponsor a Pack for  
    just $10. 
 
2) Donate school supplies to fill the packs: 

 pencils, pens, colored pencils, sharpeners 

 crayons – 24 packs 

glue sticks 

pocket folders 

notebooks 

rulers 

erasers 

pencil cases 

loose leaf paper 

new or used Children’s/teen books 

anything else we may have forgotten  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for supporting student missions at CPC! 
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Coming Up in September 
 

Life is hard.  Life is a challenge.  Authentic, on-the-edge-of-your-seat living is 
made up of trials and hardship, occasionally interrupted by amazing relief.  
Yet the Christian life is a purposeful challenge.  The vibrant, in-touch life God 
has for us as Christians wasn’t designed to be easy.   

In our fall study we are going to learn what the Bible says about trials, why 
God allows them, and what He wants to teach us through them as we delve 
into “When Life is Hard: Turning Your Trials to Gold” by James 
MacDonald.  

This is a 6-session DVD-led study anchored in the scriptural truth that God 
disciplines all of His children, using trials to train you for your good and for 
His purposes.  MacDonald brings clarity to what trials are, how they differ 
from the consequences of sin, and why God allows trials in believers' lives. 
You will discover principles for responding to trials in a way that submits to 
God's work in your life and seeks to glorify Him. You will also learn how to 
tap into the spiritual resources God provides to help you face your trials. 

Please come join us whether you are a newbie, or an ‘old-timer’, everyone is 
welcome!  

The workbook cost is $13.00.  To place an order, please contact Beth 
Barnett @ 238-1056 or bethbarnett@embarqmail.com  by August 22

nd
.  

After that date, individuals may purchase the book on their own and feel free 
to join us on Tuesdays. 

If you have any questions or want further information, please feel free to 
contact Beth Barnett. 
 

Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study  

September 9   ●   9:30 – 11:30 am 

Kicking off our fall season with ~ “When Life is Hard: Turning Your Trials to Gold” 
 

Preview on September 7
th

 
following breakfast 

mailto:bethbarnett@embarqmail.com
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This Fall @CPC 
 

September 
 

Kick-off Sunday: 
All Church Breakfast  
Following Worship & 
Sunday School Preview 
 
 
Crosswinds Trio in Worship 

7 

28 

October 
 

Adult Progressive Dinner 
5:30-9:30 pm 
 

4 

17 

26 

BBQ Take Out Dinner 

Stewardship Dedication 
Sunday 

November 
 

December 
 

Thanksgiving Basket 
Assembly and Lunch 
 

Thanksgiving Basket 
Delivery 
 

Clinton Christmas Parade 
Cookies & Cocoa at CPC 
 

Combined Anthem, 
Advent Breakfast and 
Pageant 
 

16 

 22 

5 

21 



August 2014   |  12                

  
 

 

Tenth Year Anniversary Concert 
Sunday September 28 ● 3:00 pm 

Clinton Presbyterian Church, Clinton NJ 
Worship service at 9:30am            CD Release Concert 

 
Tickets - Online at www.Crosswindstrio.com  (Adults $15, Students $10) 

 
  

  Gary Ross 
Trumpet 

 
Lawrence Kursar 

Horn 
 

Michael Toth 
Piano 

             Treasurer’s Report Summary 
 
                        June          YTD Actual       Budget YTD       
Income           $31,459       $176,189             $154,260              
Expense         $42,759       $234,496             $215,636             
Op. Deficit   ($11,300)      ($58,307)             ($61,376)   

 
 

Per Capita Update 

A special thank you to all who have 
made a donation toward our 2014 per 

capita obligation to Presbytery.  
We have made great strides receiving 
$3,486 to date. This is around 30% of 

our total obligation. To those of you who 
still wish to contribute, this year's per 

capita assessment is $36.80 per ember.  
Please note "per capita" on the memo 
line of your check, made payable to 

Clinton Presbyterian Church. 
 

We appreciate your help in allowing 
us to reach our goal of 100%. 

 
 

Giving Statements 
The Giving Statements for the period January 1 – June 30, 

2014 were emailed the week of July 13 to those who’ve 
provided us with their email address. For those who have not 
provided an email address, those statements were mailed.  

If you have any questions, please contact 
the church office at 908.735.5029. 
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          August Birthdays 
 
2 Heather Kelly, Emelia Maslanka, Julie McCutcheon, 
3 Kay Daughters-Musnuff, Sean Martin, Katie McCutcheon, 

Caroline Paul, Evelyn Voget 
5 Eileen Mansfield, William Spencer 
6 Bernadette Bird, David Sergison, Megan Sergison,  
 Elisna Terblanche 
7 Christopher Olsen 
8 Brooke Hazelette, Diane Meyer 
11 Jim Imbriaco, Lee Longell 
12 Lois Anderson 
13 Jessica Prakopcyk 
14 Elizabeth Madurki, Jenna Nordstrom 
15 Evan Christopher, Linda Wilton-McCaffrey 
16 Sarah Kelly, Anne Martin 
17 Doug Martin, David Scannell 
18 Jordan Boyland, Ralph Marsh 
19 Joanne Berson 
20 Christina Madurki, Nancy Paul 
21 Felicia Heard 
22 Kimberly Hiles 
23 Ethan Marsh 
26 Cathy Nace 
27 Jack Sherrerd 
29 Michelle Annese, Nell McCarthy 
30 Sharon Bittenmaster, Kyle Cyphers, Lee Dech 
31 Levente Pusztai, Esther Thambidurai 
      
            
 

    August Anniversaries 
 
1 Larry and Karen Kursar 
6 Bob and Lisa Lomauro 
7 Jim and Linda Pustai 
8 Brian and Michelle Annese 
14 Bill and Ino Sowder 
17 Brian and Amey Barnes 
22 Jim Imbriaco and Arleen Buchanan, Bill and Tammy 

Warner 
24 Tom and Adrienne Hodulik 
25 Roger and Jeri Twigg 
26 Earl and Mary Adamy, Dave and Cindy Boyer 
27  Greg and Alice Korab 
 
 

 

Our Boy Scout  
Troop 121 

 
Theme for June:  

Water Sports 
 
 

The Troop had a busy 
month.  They received a 

donation for their marching 
band equipment, had a  

Clothing Drive, led the Flag 
Day Parade in Clinton 
followed by The Flag 

Retirement Ceremony at the 
Red Mill, where Clerk of 
Session, Rick Hyman 

 opened the Ceremony.  
Their Court of Honor and 

End of the Year Picnic was 
at Voorhees Sate Park and 
they finished out the month 

with a Water Sports 
Camping Weekend that 

included an introduction to 
scuba diving. 

 
 

Questions contact Lisa 
Miller, Charter 
Representative 

RLMiller13@comcast.net or 
730-8692 

mailto:RLMiller13@comcast.net

