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On October 7 at 7pm in Poling Chapel 
pianist William Smith will perform a 
recital including works by Beethoven, 
Chopin, Schubert, and Liszt.  William 
is a gifted young musician and this is 
sure to be a wonderful evening of 
classical music.  Admission is free and 
a reception will follow. 
 
 

 
Word Service Friday, 
October 14 at 7pm 
 
Our WORD service is a collection of 
stories about particular topics, much 
like an NPR feature. It takes place on 
the second Friday of the month. The 
service resumes on Friday, October 14 
at 7pm.  The service presents fine 
music, autobiographical stories, works 
from our short-short fiction group, and 
a minister or two. 
 

 Blessing of the Pets Oct. 2 

 
In recognition of God's work in creating 
all living things, and in the spirit of St. 
Francis, who loved and welcomed all 
creatures, we gather to bless the 
animals who are a cherished part of 
our lives. Finned, feathered, or furry 
companions are invited to the church 
lawn on Oct. 2 at 3pm for this annual 
service. Feel free to bring a picture or 
memento of your pet if they don't travel 
well. 
 
 

New Member Class Oct. 2 

 
While the pets are being blessed, 
Daniel Carlson will be leading a 
membership orientation meeting that 
include a tour of the church and a chat 
about who we are. It lasts 90 minutes 
and is held in the church office at 3pm 
on the first Sunday of the month.  
 
 

Season of 
Creation 
Free Movie 
Event–Oct 2 
 
On this year's 
final Season of 

Creation Sunday, October 2, when 
Animals is our theme, there will be a 
free screening at 11:30am in the 
Poling Conf. room, of the prize winning 
film, Racing Extinction, recently 
produced by Discovery channel. An 
opportunity for discussion over 
refreshments will follow the film. All are 
invited! 
 

 
World 
Communion 
Sunday 
 
On Sunday 

October 2, join Christians around the 
world for this celebration. Our 3rd 
graders will prepare and receive 
communion for the first time on this 
day. We also receive the One Great 
Hour of Sharing on World Communion 
Sunday as an opportunity for us to 
share with people in need around the 
world. There will be envelopes in the 
pews for this. Checks should be made 
out to First Reformed Church with a 
memo to OGHS. 
 

 
Nametags and Picture 
Directories 
 
It’s a big congregation, but there are 
ways to get to know it better. October 
9 is New Member Sunday. Please be 
sure to welcome our new congregants 
and wear your name tag. If you do not 
have a name tag, please fill out a white 
pew card.  In October, a fresh version 
of our picture directories will be 
available too. 

  

Entered Into Eternal Rest 
 

Frances Shuey – August 25 

Mary Jane Getty – September 9  

Janet Crandell – September 24 

 



 

Music 
Chancel Choir invites you to 
Drop In for Sunday Anthem 
 
For singers who cannot make it to 
regular Thursday night Chancel Choir 
rehearsals, you are welcomed and 
encouraged to join us on Sunday 
morning for anthems which may be 
familiar to you. We start at 9am in the 
Sanctuary.  For October:  
 
October 2 – Hallelujah, We Sing Your 
Praises (Zimbabwean) 
October 9 – As For Me and My House 
(Day) with Klokken Tower Ringers 
October 16 – Song of Generations 
(Kornelis) with Kirk Singers 
October 23 – Set Me as a Seal 
(Childs) 
October 30 – Offertory (Beck) Micah 
6:8 
 
 

Musicians of Ma’alwyck 
Concert Here Oct 28 – 7pm 
 
Our first concert, which is titled 
Transfigured Night features the lushly 
romantic string sextet of the same 
name written in 1899 by Arnold 
Schoenberg (before he went atonal!), 
paired with Marion’s Prayer of Robert 
Broemel (we will also perform this 
gorgeous selection as part of the 
worship service on October 23rd), 
Scherzo of 19th century Boston 
composer Arthur Foote, and the starkly 
moving song cycle The Curlew of 
Peter Warlock (text by William Yeats). 
Musicians of Ma’alwyck regular 
members Ann-Marie Barker Schwartz, 
violin; Norman Thibodeau, flute and 
Petia Kassarova, cello are joined by 
guest artists Andrew Snow and Beth 
Moll, violas; Hilary Walther Cumming, 
violin; Karen Hosmer, English Horn; 
and Timothy Reno, tenor. 
Complimentary tickets for FRC 
members are available in the church 
office. 

 

Daytime Handbells? 
 
Interested in trying your hand at hand 
bells but don’t really want to venture 
out at night? We are ready to start a 
day rehearsal time.  Music reading 
skills are wonderful but not necessary. 
We will work in blocks of time so that 
travel and snow-birding will still be 
possible.  So let me know ASAP so we 
can jump into the fall spirit of new 
beginnings!  Judy Moore, 383-6533 or 
moorebells@gmail.com 
 

Post-Worship 
Hospitality Needs 
 
 "And he brought them into his house 
and set food before them, and rejoiced 
greatly, having believed in God with 
his whole household."  Acts 16:34 
 
Please consider providing treats and 
hosting our post-worship fellowship by 
signing up for a couple of Sundays 
during the year.  The sign-up sheet 
and instructions are in Assembly Hall. 
Direct any questions you may have to 
hospitality coordinators Gay Doolittle, 
gaysdoolittle@gmail.com or 
399-0499 or Barbara Walton, 
waltonbl@aol.com or 346-1943. 
 
 

First Forum After Worship 

 
After worship most Sundays at 
11:15am in Poling Chapel we gather to 
learn about new ideas and existing 
efforts.  Suggestions for programs are 
welcome.  Contact: Amy Brule 785-
8201, Peggy King 370-1885, or Joe 
Doolittle 384-1700. 

Oct. 2: Bill Levering and Andy 
Chestnut – Africa Report 

Oct. 9: Rev Stacey Midge –  
General Synod Report   

Oct. 16: Mike Munger, SCCC Security 
– Active Shooter 

Oct. 23: Zoe Oxley, Union professor –
The Election 

Oct. 30: NBTS Professor Lorena 
Parish 

Worship  

 

Midmonth 
Contemplative 
Worship 
 
 

On the Wednesday evening closest to 
the middle of month, a relatively small 
number of folks gather in the stillness 
of Poling Chapel to sing a few songs 
gently accompanied by acoustic guitar; 
take turns reading a brief portion of 
Scripture and listening for God's voice; 
engage in an extended time of 
centering prayer, silently abiding in 
God's loving presence; gather around 
the Lord's Table where the bread and 
cup are passed from one person to the 
next; finally, with hands joined, prayers 
are offered for those in need. On 
October 19 at 7pm, you are invited to 
our contemplative worship. 
 
 

Join us for Chat ‘n’ Chew! 
 

EVERY Wednesday from 5:30-7pm, 
we gather here at church to enjoy a 
home-cooked meal, spend time in 
community and conversation, and talk 
about various topics on religion, faith, 
and culture. ALL are welcome, 
particularly if you are looking to get to 
know our new Covenanter, Rev. 
Jonathan, who is running the program.  

We are still looking for volunteers! 
Please get in contact with Jonathan if 
you are able to help by e-mailing him 
at RevJonathan16@gmail.com, or 
calling him at (616) 822-3644. Thanks, 
and we hope to see you soon! 

  

Office Closed 
Monday, October 10 
for Columbus Day 



 

 
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join 
us for service projects and social 
events on a roughly monthly basis. 
Friends who are not church members 
are always welcome.  
 
Oct. 8 - 1-4pm - Service Project at 
Safe Inc. Safe Inc. is an emergency 
shelter and outreach program for 
homeless, runaway, and exploited 
youth and young adults. We will be 
helping organize and clean the shelter, 
as well as possibly some yard work, so 
wear sturdy clothes and shoes that 
can get dirty. 
 
Oct. 30 12:30-3pm - Bowlathon to 
benefit Safe Inc. After our service 
project on the 8th, we'll join Safe for 
some fun at Boulevard Bowl for their 
annual fundraising Bowlathon. The 
cost is $25, which includes bowling, 
shoes, and a pizza lunch. 
 

 

 
Confirmation Class 

Continues 
 

You know who you are.  Keep 
plugging along on your work. 

 

 

 
New for Kids! 
 
Learn to play the ukulele (or join us 
and share your expertise if you already 
know how to play!)  We will be meeting 
in two groups each Sunday morning in 
room 20: 
 
Grades 6-12 - 9:00-9:30 lesson, 9:30 - 
9:59 practice 
Grades 1-5 - 9:30-9:59 lesson & 
practice 
 
No musical experience is needed.  If 
you own a ukulele, please bring it, if 
not we have some on hand for you to 
try.  This class is guaranteed to make 
you smile!   

 
Kirk Ringers, Singers & Orff 
 
Kirk Ringers, Singers, and Orff will 
meet from 11:15am to noon in room 20 
(at the top of the stairs) each Sunday. 
We have loads of special music 
planned and lots of participants are 
needed!  Any child of Church School 
age is invited to join us.  No prior 
experience required.  Come and find 
out what we are all about. If you have 
any questions please contact Jamie 
Ipsen, 399-6848. 
 
 

 
Youth Orchestra  
 
If you have been playing an instrument 
for two or more years and would like to 
be part of a fun group, please phone 
Jamie Ipsen at 399-6848. Rehearsal 
day and time will be determined by the 
participants. 

Children’s Ministry 
 
We are delighted to welcome Shannon 
Kerwin to our staff as Interim 
Children's Ministry Director. She will 
be heading up the Church School, 
scheduling teachers, planning lessons, 
and overseeing the general care of our 
youngest members from birth through 
5th grade. If you are willing to serve as 
a rotating or substitute teacher or 
nursery volunteer, please contact her 
or the church office. 
 
 
 

 
 

Lilith Mary Renee Pennant  
Parents: Bri and Lee Pennant 

 
Atlas David Parker-Spagnola 
Parents: Stephanie Parker and 

Derek Spagnola 
 

  

Kids! 
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Mission  
Lunn Resource 
Center Offers 
Training for Area 
Boards 
 
The biggest news at 
the Lunn Resource 

Center this fall is our specially 
designed 3-session course, “All on 
Board”.  Why do some boards seem 
successful and energized, while others 
just limp along?  I get calls every week 
with questions about board 
responsibilities, recruitment, how to 
encourage full participation.  It takes 
more than passion to create a strong 
board.  “All on Board” will help non-
profit boards with the skills and 
understanding to strengthen their 
work.  The course is taught by Bill 
Levering, along with a panel that 
includes Mike Sacoccio, Paula 
Ohlhous, Howard Halstead and Rowie 
Taylor.  Find brochures in the Lobby 
and on the Lunn website.    
 
There are more than 60 non-profit 
groups now participating in the Lunn 
community.  Large agencies and small 
agencies are sharing news, resources, 
and enthusiasm.  It’s so gratifying 
when I see agencies connect and 
hear, “Wow, we should be working 
together on that!”   I also hear frequent 
expressions of deep gratitude to First 
Reformed Church for envisioning a 
service like Lunn and making it a 
reality.  I pass that thanks on to you, 
and add a big thank you of my own.  
Do you know of a non-profit group that 
should be included in Lunn’s list of 
friends? Contact me, Lynne Gilgore,  
at lunncenter@gmail.com or 925-
0815.  Visit our website, 
lunncenter.org, and be sure to like our 
Facebook page, 
facebook.com/lunncenter/. 
 
 

Mission in Romania 
 
Maggie (Busman) and Jason White 
are leaving soon to become Residence 
Care Youth Assistants at an in 
residence youth home in Romania.  
Lydia House and Dorcas House are 
ministries working with abandoned and 
socially disadvantaged children.  Lydia 
House houses approximately 16-20 
youth aged 4 to 21 years old.  Dorcas 
House houses 10 youth ages 4 – 22.  
Most of the youth are orphaned, 
abandoned, or from very troubled 
family situations.  The focus for the 
staff is on providing a loving and 
guiding environment to help the 
children learn life skills and become 
prepared for independent living.   Faith 
and life discussions are very important. 
Maggie and Jason do not receive any 
salary for this work, so they have 
asked for our assistance.  If you would 
like to contribute, go to 
http://www.rca.org/give/jason-and-
maggie-white-volunteers.  To follow 
their experiences, go to 
http://goodtidingsmaggieandjason.wor
dpress.com. 
 

 The Home Furnishings 
Program 

www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org 

NEEDS OF THE MONTH 
Furniture: small dressers, sofas, 

kitchen table sets 
Furnishings: large frying pans & sauce 

pots, cooking utensils, blankets (all 
sizes), shower curtains/liners, cereal 

bowls, small appliances: irons, 
toasters/ovens, crock-pots, blenders, 

coffee makers 
To donate, call Jamie Doriguzzi, 
Program Director, at 346-2444 

 
PLEASE NOTE: donations need to be 
in excellent re-usable condition, and 
we are unable to accept items too 
heavy to be carried easily by one 
person. Warehouse drop-offs are 
working well for us, because we 

continue to be so short of drivers/ 
heavy lifters we are focusing on 
deliveries more than pick-ups. 

Partners in Mission 
 
Many of you had the opportunity to 
hear about the ministry of Revs. Nancy 
and Shelvis Smith-Mather when they 
recently visited our congregation and 
spoke at the Forum. For those of you 
who didn't have a chance to hear 
them, the Smith-Mathers are Partners 
in Mission through both the RCA and 
PCUSA.  Shelvis and Nancy joined the 
ministry of RECONCILE International 
in 2011.  Created by their national 
council of churches, RECONCILE is a 
Christian, South Sudanese 
organization which seeks to bring 
peace and healing to communities 
broken and hurting from decades of 
war.  Shelvis serves as the Principal of 
RECONCILE’s three-month Peace 
Institute (RPI).  RPI gathers faith and 
community leaders from around the 
country and strengthens their skills in 
resolving conflicts and recovering from 
trauma.  Witnessing these leaders, 
often of rival ethnic groups, live 
together in the dormitory, share meals, 
listen to one another’s stories, and 
build friendships is awe-inspiring. In 
2014, Nancy’s role with RECONCILE 
expanded to include managing a 
project with three additional PC(USA) 
global partners: The Presbyterian 
Church of South Sudan (PCOSS), 
Across, and the Yei Teacher Training 
College. The South Sudan Education 
and Peacebuilding Project is a 5-year, 
collaborative effort to address a gap in 
educational development caused by 
years of conflict. 
 
Through the work of FRC's Mission 
and Benevolence committee, we have 
also supported a number of other 
partners in mission, currently 
including: Justin Meyers at the Al-
Amana Center for Christian-Muslim 
Relations in Oman, JJ and Tim 
TenClay, who work with refugees and 
immigrants in Palermo, Italy, and a 
paramedic training program in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 
 

  



 

Groups 

 
Short-Short Writing Group 

 
The FRC Short-Short Writing Critique 
Group meets on the first and third 
Tuesdays of the month in Assembly 
Hall at 7pm. Short-Shorts are fiction, 
non-fiction, memoirs, essays, and 
travel pieces told in 1,000 words or 
less. The mission of the group is to 
help one another improve as writers.  
 
 

Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
 
We meet every fourth Thursday of the 
month, unless otherwise noted, at the 
home of Ronnie Bartholic at 10am. We 
welcome anyone interested in joining 
us. Please contact Ronnie at 393-7679 
with any questions 
 
 

Stitch Group  
 
Our church stitch 
group meets 
every Thursday in 

Poling Conference room at 10am. 
Work on whatever project you have. 
Finish something old, make something 
new, work on something borrowed, or 
make something blue! For more info, 
contact Joan Lindsay, 399-3153. 
 

Tuesday Ladies  
 
Meetings are every third Tuesday of 
the month in the home of Connie 
Young. Please call Connie at 393-
7061 if you have any questions or for 
more information. 
 
 

Horizons Bible Study  
 
We meet every Tuesday at 10am in 
Poling Conference Room.  The 
Horizons theme is "Who Is Jesus?" 
and it looks at the answer to that 
question through different lenses, 
beginning with the gospels and the 
apostle Paul, then moving on to the 
book of Hebrews, other early Christian 
writings, the viewpoints of our Jewish 
and Muslims sisters and brothers, and 
finally to a variety of cultural 
perspectives. The aim in the end is for 
each of us to answer the question 
Jesus directs to his disciples when he 
asks them "Who do you say that I 
am?"  Everyone is welcome, and the 
study guide will be available from Peg 
Miller for $8. 
 
 

 
Men’s Breakfast 
 
The Men's Breakfast group will meet 
on Saturday, October 1.  Our 
meetings begin at 8am in Assembly 
Hall, and are completed by 9:30.  
Following a light breakfast on October 
1, we will briefly outline plans for the 
2016-2017 season before introducing 
our speaker. James Gonda will be the 
speaker for that day, and he will 
discuss the Short-Short Writers' Group 
which he coordinates at FRC. 
 
We are anxious to increase our 
attendance, so we encourage all men 
of FRC to attend and to bring a 
friend.  Spouses and other women 
from FRC are welcome to attend also, 
so don't hesitate to come if the 
program interests you. 
 

 
 

Women’s Group 

 
We will meet on Monday, October 3, 
at 11am in the Dirck Romeyn room. 
 

Evening Circle Oct 19 
 
We will meet on Wednesday, October 
19, at 6pm at Casa Real, 1400 
Altamont Avenue in Schenectady.  
 

Group VII Oct 21 
 
On Friday, October 21 we will meet at 
10am in the Dirck Romeyn Room. Our 
program in on Safe Inc. and Gay 
Doolittle is our hostess. 
 
 

FRC Fellowship Lunches 

 
Fellowship Luncheon will hold its first 
meeting Friday, October 28, in 
Assembly Hall at 11:30am.  Our 
hostesses will be Amy Brule and Sally 
Bestgen.   
 
We are pleased to have as our 
speaker, Mike Munger.   Mike retired in 
October 2015 after 20 years as a Shift 
Supervisor for the Safety Department 
at the University of Tampa.  He is now 
Director of Safety at SCCC.   The topic 
of his talk is “Surviving an Active 
Shooter Situation”.   
 
Please join us for this, our first meeting 
after summer.   Bring a dish to share, 
visit with friends, make new friends, 
enjoy the “fellowship” and an 
informative talk!   
 
Remember, Fellowship Luncheon is 
open to both men and women.   
Please sign up, either by phone 346-
0304 or in Assembly Hall. 
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Growth 
Stephen 
Ministry 
Training 
 
Our congregation 
is blessed to have 
seven committed 
adult members gather in Dirck 
Romeyn room each Monday since 
September 12 for Stephen Ministry 
initial training--over 40 hours in total! 
They will continue their training 
through December 12, during which 
time they will receive extensive training 
in Christian caring skills. Some of the 
areas covered include listening 
attentively, dealing with feelings, 
confidentiality, assertiveness, and 
number of other topics dealing with 
specific life crises. Throughout the 
training will be emphasize the theology 
of caring for the whole person. 

Following training these men and 
women will carry out ministries of 
caring within our congregation and 
community, with people experiencing 
such difficulties as hospitalization, 
grief, loneliness, divorce, and other 
losses and transitions. Under the 
guidance of our Stephen Leaders, and 
in collaboration with our already active 
Stephen Ministers, these new 
Stephen Ministers will extend the 
capacity of our congregation to care 
for those in need. 

Those attending training and 
committing to at least two years of 
service as Stephen Ministers are Nat 
and Berta Phipps, Sharron 
McCullough, Matt Jones, Karen 
Gonda, Bill Clock, and Joanne Bedell. 
Please join us thanking God for their 
participation in this undertaking and 
personally affirming their self-giving in 
this journey of discovery and skill and 
faith building and anticipated service of 
extending Christ's care to those who 
are hurting!  

Justice 
Action 
Committee 
Book Study 
 
Our new 
community 
minister, Rev. 

Jonathan Vanderbeck gave an 
excellent presentation on the book that 
he will be leading a discussion on, 
titled Dear White Christians: For Those 
Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation, 
at our First Forum on the Sep. 4. We 
will begin this study on Sunday, Oct. 2 
after First Forum. We’ll be enjoying 
lunch together and meeting from 
12:15-1:30pm.  
 
Pick up a copy of the book from the 
church office for $20, and receive your 
discussion guide at the same time. 
The group will run Oct. 2, 16, 30, and 
Nov. 13. If you have any questions, 
please call Jonathan at (616) 822-
3644 or e-mail at 
RevJonathan16@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
 

Faith Bookshop 

 
If you’ve never visited the Church 
Bookshop, stop in and find out why 
other folks do.  You’ll find a variety of 
new and gently read books at 
reasonable prices.  There are unique 
gift items including small and large 
framed pictures of FRC – perfect for 
someone who is moving away or a 
thank-you-for-all-you’ve-done gift.  
Note cards featuring original art by 
church member Virginia Laumeister 
are available.  Browsers welcome! (We 
don’t take credit cards, but you may 
pay later.)   

 
 

Justice Action Committee  
 
Through the end of 2016 JAC, with 
Consistory’s agreement, has decided 
to focus our efforts on Racial Justice 
and “Get out the Vote”. Our intention 
is to provide opportunities through a 
book study Dear White Christians, led 
by Rev. Jonathan Vanderbeck, as well 
as encourage opportunities in Forum 
and participation in local community 
events and conversations on these 
themes.  
 
Are you registered to vote? October 
14, 2016 is the deadline to register 
voters in New York State. On 
September 25th, Rev. Stacey Midge 
presented information at Forum on 
local Voter Registration efforts. Please 
contact her or JAC members for 
information on this important work.  
What Justice Issue are YOU 
passionate about?  
 
Our committee needs your advice and 
Actions…we will meet on the second 
Tuesday monthly, from 6:30 – 7:25pm 
before Consistory Meetings. If you 
cannot attend the meetings there are 
other ways you can become involved 
and make a difference. 
This committee sees itself as a 
clearing house for information on 
Justice Action Issues. If you are 
unable or would rather put your 
valuable time to work in some other 
way, please contact Consistory 
Members Liz Mastrianni 
lzmastro@gmail.com or Jeanne 
Shoulder jmshoulder@hotmail.com 
with your ideas for Action and we can 
help to get the word out. Also in the 
near future, stay on the look-out for a 
new feature on the FRC website 
posting local Justice Action events.  



 

Office Help  
 
The church office 
is looking for 
volunteers, even 
if it is one or two 
days or once a 
month. Contact 
Heather at 377-
2201 for further 
info. 
 
 

 
On this page and 
the one following 
are plans for our 
new spaces.  
They are 
changed in many 
ways from the 
original plan after 
dozens of 
meetings to listen 
to needs and 
suggestions.  We 
have wrestled 
with options that 
were too 
expensive and 
plans that 
possibly would 
have trouble 
getting approved 
by the city. 
 
We are finalizing 
detailed work that 
will be given to 
contractors to bid 
on.  Then a 
qualified 
contractor will be 
chosen.  Then construction will begin, 
probably with the house formerly 
known as Kinderwyck so that we will 
be able to relocate other displaced 
events and meetings.  This will 
probably begin sometime during Lent.   

We want to thank all the people who 
have made this possible and let all 
those who have been watching from 
the sidelines know that there will be a 
few parts of the project that we 

couldn’t quite afford that they will be 
able to support. 
 
This is God’s work for the generations 
that follow.  Make Room. 
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Depiction of New  
Covenant Hall 
  



 

Update 
from a 
Covenanter 
 
Hello FRC family! 
And yes, you all 
are feeling like 
family; in the three 

months I have been here, you have 
embraced me and welcomed me into 
the community here and I am so 
grateful for that. 
 
What am I up to?  First, I am the only 
chaplain at Schenectady County 
Community College. I am spending 
time over there to provide as-needed 
chaplaincy services to the student 
body since the college does not 
currently have any form of spiritual life 
office.  As someone who benefited 
greatly from campus ministries while I 
was in college, I am looking forward to 
doing more outreach with them.  As a 
part of that, I have started up our 
Wednesday evening dinner program 
“Chat ’n’ Chew” - with a specific hope 
of reaching out to SCCC students 
looking for some community. I am 
looking for volunteers to help with 
purchasing supplies, cooking, 
cleaning, and donations, please 
connect with me if you are able to help 
out.  
 
Second, I am offering part-time help at 
Trinity Reformed Church in Rotterdam, 
that is currently without a minister. In 
that role, I will help lead their 
consistory, their community outreach, 
and will preach a few times a month.   
 
And finally, I am helping here at FRC, 
a few hours a week, assisting with 
youth group, providing worship 
leadership, and attending to pastoral 
visitation. If you would like to help out, 
send an email to 
revjonathan16@gmail.com or give me 
a call (616-822-3644).  
 
Blessings,  

Rev. Jonathan  
   

 
 
#WeAretheRCA -Stacey Midge 

 
In June, the General Synod of the 
RCA passed two recommendations 
regarding same-sex marriage. If they 
also pass a 2/3 
majority of the 
classes (regional 
judicatory bodies), 
the Constitution of 
the RCA will be 
amended to define 
marriage as 
between one man and one woman. 
While FRC has no plans to change our 
welcoming and inclusive stance toward 
people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities and expressions, 
these recommendations would have 
vast impact on the RCA, and on the 
lives of LGBTQ Christians in other 
areas.  
 
As an attempt to humanize the issue, 
Stacey has been heading up a project 
called #WeAretheRCA, which collects 
letters from LGBTQ people and 
supportive allies who have something 
to say to General Synod 2016 about 
their decisions and how they will 
negatively impact us. If you are 
interested in contributing a letter to this 
project, please contact Stacey at 
revstacey@gmail.com.  
 
 

  

 

 
 
Senior Moments 
 
The last three weeks of October, we 
will be featuring a three-week sermon 
series on relationships. You may have 
heard these before in the context of 
marriage, but not everyone is married!  
There are Godly principles of how we 
treat each other that need to be 
reinforced today in particular.  In a 
world of increasing diversity, it is more 
important to carefully discern the ways 
we need to treat each other.  This will 
take some introspection into the 
families we came from, the larger 
systems we work with, and the very 
basic ways we treat each other. 
 
We are happy for Lauren Cleworth, 
who has accepted a full-time position 
working the office for Camp Fowler at 
the Synod office in Schenectady.  
Lauren has been our part-time do-
everything person in the church office 
including reception and publications.  
We are trying to figure out how we will 
ever replace her charm and diligence. 
 
Your consistory met for an all-day 
retreat on September 17 to review the 
plans for our building project and 
consider ways we can implement our 
commitment to creation care.  We also 
heard from a young visiting Palestinian 
woman about the burden of occupied 
life. 
 
You will continue to see worship gently 
including more modern congregational 
music as we enact this direction from 
consistory. 
 
So much warmth and growth here.  
Share the colors of fall with us. 
 

- Bill Levering 



 

New 
Seminary 
Professor 
to Speak 
at FRC on 
October 
30 

  
Rev. Dr. Lorena Parish, was 
appointed the Dirk Romeyn Professor 
of Metro-Urban Ministry, at the New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary, New 
Brunswick, NJ, in May of this year. 
She continues to pioneer a role 
established in 2008 by the Covenant 
Fund of the First Reformed Church in 
Schenectady, NY in establishing the 
Romeyn Chair.  In her role she 
teaches courses in Metro-Urban 
Ministry and Transformational 
Leadership.  She also serves as 
Director of the Doctor of Ministry 
Program and the new Master of Arts in 
Ministry and Community Leadership.  
The Dirck Romeyn Professorship is 
named in honor of Rev. Dr. Dirck 
Romeyn a native of New Jersey, who 
served 1st Schenectady after the 
Revolutionary War.  He was aware of 
social disparity, a need for equality in 
economic and social issues. Among 
his legacies in influencing 
contemporary thought was the 
founding of Union College. 
Dr. Parrish most recently served as 
Director of Ministry Studies and 
Assistant Professor of Theology & 
Practice at Andover Newton 

Theological School and as adjunct 
professor at Union Theological 
Seminary.  A native New Yorker, Dr. 
Parrish is ordained in the American 
Baptist Churches, USA, and has 
served for more than 15 years in urban 
congregations including the Fort 
Washington Collegiate Church in 
upper Manhattan, Trinity Baptist 
Church in Brooklyn, and The Riverside 
Church in New York City. 
 
Dr. Parrish received her Bachelor of 
Arts in Communications from New 
York University. She jointly earned a 
Master of Science in Social Work 
degree and a Master of Divinity degree 
from Columbia University School of 
Social Work and Union Theological 
Seminary respectively.  Dr. Parrish 
continued her theological education at 
Union Theological completing both 
Master of Philosophy (Theology and 
Culture) and Doctor of Philosophy 
degrees.  Dr. Parrish is currently 
working on her first book project which 
explores the “legacy of a theology of 
prosperity” and its implications for the 
Black Church. 
 
Dr. Parish will be leading the Forum 
on October 30.  After the Forum, we 
will be having an informal luncheon 
for her at Mexican Radio.  Feel free 
to join us. 
 

 
 
Creating a Culture of 
Generosity Seminars 
 
The RCA Regional Synod is 
sponsoring a three-day seminar for 
congregations to help them develop a 
larger understanding of giving.  On 
October 29, December 3, and January 
21, leaders from the Lake Institute on 
Faith and Giving will present classes in 
our Assembly Hall for the whole 
region.  For laypeople interested in 
helping our congregation in a 
revolutionary way, this is a chance.  
We need two more people.  If you are 
interested, please contact Dr. 
Levering.  
 

 
Regional Synod Staff 

  

Oct Preacher Reader 10 am Music Forum Vespers at 5pm 

2 
Daniel 

Carlson 
Amy Brule 

Choir/kids 
Ensemble 

Report on Trip to Zambia 
Bill Levering, Andy Chestnut 

Nat Phipps Trio 

9 
Bill 

Levering 
Marilyn Leach 

Choir/organ 
Klokken Tower Ringers 

Report from General Synod 
Rev. Stacey Midge 

Scott Bassinson, piano 

16 
Bill 

Levering 
Carol Troost 

Choir/kids 
Bill Levering 

Leonid Polishuck, violin 

Active Shooter 
Mike Munger, SCCC security 

Peg Delaney Trio 

23 
Bill 

Levering 
Brad Lewis 

Choir 
Musicians of Ma’alwyck 

The Election 
Zoe Oxley, Union professor 

‘Azzaam Hameed Trio 

30 
Bill 

Levering 
Gene 

Rowland 
Choir/organ Rev. Dr. Lorena Parish Tim Olsen, piano 



 

Stewardship 2016: 
Fearless Generosity 
 
Our Stewardship Campaign this 
year is led by Gay and Joe Doolittle 
and considers the very end of Paul 
letter to the Ephesians.  Ephesus 
was in flux and it would have been 
easy for the people Paul was 
writing to be afraid.  They had much 
more reason to horde their 
resources and hedge against the 
future.  And yet, the Christians have 
been fearless in their generosity 
throughout the ages, building 
inspiring cathedrals and untold lives 
of service. 
 
It’s easy for us to be afraid as well.  
It’s easy to believe the voices of 
doom that predict dire futures and 
call for retreat into caves of 
defensiveness and wariness. 
 
Our faith calls us to both planning 
and trust.  We make good efforts at 
managing our future, and then we 
trust in God.  We don’t plan for a 
future of uncaring consumption, we 
plan for a future in which we hold to 
our current values of sacrifice and 
caring for people.  This is the 
fearless trust that caused the widow 
in Luke 21 to put in a sacrifice in the 
midst of her poverty. 
 
This year, you will be hearing about 
Fearless Generosity and we hope that 
your faith will take you to a place of 
trust and commitment as well.  We will 
be receiving pledges for 2017 on the 
second Sunday of November and you 
will get information about the plans of 
our congregation in the coming weeks.  
We are not planning an expanded 
budget of any type since we know that 
many are making additional sacrifices 
for the building program.   
 
Our program looks at several 
dimensions of generosity. 

 

 
Fearless Service 
 
Our mission as Christians will often 
require faithfulness in the face of 
ambiguity and even danger.  We will 
serve others in faith assured of what 
God can accomplish through us. 
 
 

Fearless Living 
 
The way we live and act on a day to 
day basis is a sign of how we imagine 
God cares for us and all creation. 
 
 

 
 
Fearless Sowing 
 
Just as farmers trust the seeds to 
grow, we learn to trust God to grow our 
efforts and lives into great goodness. 
 
 

Fearless Giving 
 
Finally, and in totality, we respond to 
God with a fearless sense of giving, 
knowing as a sign of, and participation 
with, a giving God. 
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October Birthdays 
 

October 2015 

  2   Jack Raymond 
  3   Will Dickinson 
       Michael Horan 
       Jayne McCann 
       Vickie McGowan-Horan 
       Rachel Rose 
       Judy Shopmyer 
  4   Daniel Ertel 
       Michael Giuzio 
       William Ward 
  5   Flora Casallas 
       Matthew Merten 
       Bri Pennant 
  6   Sally Clark 
       Peter TenEyck 
  7   Nelson Drimalas 
       John Eshbach 
  8   James Pincher 
       Alun Pritchard 
       Douglas Todd 
  9   James Cesare IV 
       Anne Robb 
10   Theo Lovell 
        Abby Norton-Levering 
11    Amanda Tobin 
12    Mary Russell 
       Grant Smith 
13   William Brooks 
14   Dale Koskowski    
15   Natalie Davis 
16    Jacob Bachorik 
        Helle Moore 
        Thomas Norton 
 

17    Gabor Bobok 
        Caroline Brooks 
19    Lindsey Redman 
        Ann Reilly 
22    Andrew Chestnut 
23     Leo Ochal 
25    Polly Clements 
27    Lynne Gilgore 
28    JeJie Bennett 
        Tom Bickauskas 
        Samantha Brooks 
        Julia Ettkin 
29    Ilah DePaoli 
30    Justine Ochal 
        Mary Jane Wilkinson  
31    Joan Lindsay 
 
 
 

Every Sunday 
Choir Rehearsal, 9:30am 
Worship, 10am 
Church School, 10:15am 
Refreshments, 11am 
Kirk Ringers/Singers, 11:15am 
Forum, 11:15am 
Vespers, 5pm 
 
 
Weekly 
Monday: 
 Men’s News Group, 9am 
    Klokken Tower Ringers, 7pm 
Tuesday: 
 Morning Prayer, 10am 
    Horizons Bible Study, 10am 
Wednesday: 
 Kerygma, 9:30am 
   Chat ‘n’ Chew 5:30pm 
Thursday: 
    Bible Bunch, 7:30am 
    Stitch Group, 10am 
    Chancel Choir, 7:30pm 

 

Monthly Meetings 
Women’s Group, 1st Mon., 11am 
Support & Care, 1st Tues., 11:30am 
Writers Group, 1st & 3rd Tues., 7pm 
Archives, 2nd Tues., 6pm 
Consistory, 2nd Tues., 7:30pm 
Tues. Ladies, 3rd Tue., 7pm 
Archives, 2nd Wed., 1pm 
Stephen Ministry, 3rd Thurs., 7pm 
Group VII, 3rd Fri., 10am 
First Friday Performance, 1st Fri., 7pm 

Word Service, 2nd Fri., 7pm 

New Member Class, 1st Sun., 3pm 
 
Upcoming Events 
 1:   Men’s Breakfast 
 2:   World Communion Sunday 
       Racing Extinction Movie 
       JAC Book Study 
       Blessing of Pets 
       New Member Class 
 3:   Women’s Group 
 7:   First Friday Performance 
 9:   Name Tag Sunday 
       New Member Reception 
10:  Office Closed 
11:  Consistory 
14:  Word Service 
18:  Tuesday Ladies 
19:  Evening Circle 
       Mid-month Contemplative 
       Service 
21:  Group VII 
27:  Prayer Shawl Knit Group 
28:   Ma’alwyck concert 
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