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The Covenant of Our 
Congregation 

Adopted in 1962 

We do hereby set forth the 
principles of the Christian faith 
as commonly held among us, 
believing that no other 
foundation can anyone lay 
than that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. 

It shall be our aim to bring joy 
to little children, instruction 
and high ideals to youth, 
inspiration to men and women 
in the midst of life, and 
comfort to those in life's later 
years; and to labor together 
for the betterment of 
humankind. 

Our fellowship shall not be 
dependent upon identity of 
theological opinion, or of 
outward circumstance, or of 
denominational concern, but 
shall grow from a common 
loyalty to Jesus, a common 
commitment to serve the 
world we touch, and a 
common purpose to do justly, 
to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with God. 

Our ideal is a church of the 
open mind, the warm heart, 
the hopeful spirit, and the 
social vision which ever seeks 
to express, in all walks of life, 
the mind of Jesus. 

 

Because we put God first, we are dedicated 
 to caring for creation, for human diversity, 

for the next generations, and for each other. 

“Parable of the Unjust Judge” by Nikola Saric 



Welcome to First Reformed 
Absolutely everyone is invited to our worship, activities, and service. 

 
If you are a visitor, we hope you feel at home here. Please pick up and fill 
out a Welcome Card and place it in the offering plate. After the service 
please join us for refreshments. 

 
Parking 
You may park right out in front of the 
church in the ‘no parking’ area’ (only) if 
you have trouble getting around. There 
is an inclination to worship through the 
office entrance as well. 
 
Childcare on Sunday 
Childcare for infants through Pre-k is 
available from 9:45am until noon 
downstairs in the Kinderwyk Nursery. 
 
Youth Ed & Nurture  
Following the Children's Message all 
children are invited downstairs to the 
Youth Ed & Nurture Level to participate 
in Dwell Kids Class (3rd-8th grade) or 
Young Children and Worship (K-2nd 
grade); parents pick up their children 
there at 11:15am. 
 
Children’s Music After Worship 
Music for kids is offered in the upstairs 
music level between 11:15-12pm. 
 
Elders in Worship 
Past and current leaders called 'elders' 
walk in together and sit in the front 
pew. This is to identify them as 
servants of the church and make it 
easy to see who you might talk to 
about the life of our congregation. 
 
 

Helping Others Focus 
It will be easier for God to get through if 
we silence our cell phones.  God can 
always call you later.  
 
After Worship 
Typically, after worship, people stop for 
a chat and a cookie in Covenant Hall 
before going to a learning opportunity 
that lasts until noon. All are welcome. 
 
Open Communion 
Our congregation celebrates the Lord’s 
Supper on the first Sunday of the 
month. All followers of Christ are 
invited to share this meal. 
 
Joining the Congregation 
To become a member of the 
congregation, there is a one-time 
orientation, a meeting with the 
governing board, and a reception in 
worship. If you are interested please fill 
out a white pew card. 
 

Hearing Assistance 
We have a hearing aid loop 

system that will make it easier to hear. 
Ask an usher. 
 
Non-Emergency Number 
Schenectady Police: 518-630-0911 
 
  
 
  



Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 20, 2019 

*The congregation may stand. 

  

PRELUDE Stockade Strummers 

Do Lord Traditional 

10,000 Reasons Redman 

Somebody's Calling Out Your Name Traditional 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCMENTS Daniel Carlson 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Bill Levering 

 

INTROIT  O for a World #386 

*HYMN Gather Us In (see back) 

*OUR NEED FOR GOD   

Gracious God, our mistakes are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, 

and too deep to undo. Set us free from a past that we cannot change 

and open to us a future in which we can be changed, through Jesus 

Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

*GOD’S FORGIVING LOVE 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE (unison) 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed  (traditional version) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Della Ann Camara Fernandes, Daughter of Chris & Leah Fernandes 

 

*BLESSING AND WELCOME  

Welcome our new sister in Christ. 

Joyfully we receive you into the body of Christ. Join with us as we 

give witness in the world to the good news, for we are all one in 

Christ Jesus. Alleluia! 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

 

ANTHEM I Want Jesus to Walk With Me arr Howard Helvey 

 Four hand piano with John Norton and Max Caplan 

 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

All day long my pilgrim journey 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my sorrows, Lord walk with me; 

When my heart within is aching,

 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord walk with me; 

And when the shades of life are falling, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

FIRST LESSON     Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 (pg 871) Cynde Schwartz 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

  

SECOND LESSON   Luke 19:1-10 (pg 82) 

  

SERMON Being a Bother Bill Levering 

 

*HYMN Immortal, Invincible, God Only Wise #263 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION   

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY   God Be in My Head John Rutter 
God be in my head and in my 

understanding. 

God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 

God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 

God be in mine heart and in my thinking. 

God be at my end and in my departing. 

  

*DOXOLOGY Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow #592 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN Today We Are All Called to Be Disciples #434 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE Threefold Amen Danish 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

+ + + 
Prayers of the People 
Requests for prayer may be noted on a 
pew card and placed in the offering plate. 
We pray regularly for those who are ill, 
those who serve their country, those who 
hunger, and those who are our enemies. 
As part of our prayers this morning, we 
remember with thanksgiving members of 
our church who entered eternal rest in 
previous years about this time: 

Jean Anderson, Norman Reed, Mary Jane 
Fleming, Violet Delack, Richard (Dick) 
Mathews 

If you are aware of a departed member, 
whose name has not been noted near the 
anniversary of their death, please contact 
the church office. 
 
In Memoriam 
The chancel flowers today are placed in 
the sanctuary to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Mark McDermott by Gini 
McDermott. 

Committee Fair Fun 
After worship join in on committee fair in 
Covenant Hall.  Some tables are having 
raffles, prizes and more!  
 
Green Steps: Join a group 
Grassroots organizations like NYRenews 
make a difference and by joining you can 
lend your voice to their efforts. 
 
Musicians of Ma'alwyk - Oct 26 
The Macabre Music will be at 7pm and the 
Ghostly Gala at 8:15-10:30pm, will feature 
a delicious dinner, live jazz, costume 
contest, and silent auction. Complementary 
tickets can be found in the church office.  
 
Leaf Raking Day 
The Property Committee is having a Leaf 
Raking Day on Saturday, October 26 from 
8am -10am. Bring a rake and gloves. 
Signup at the committee fair and let us 
know if you can make it.  



“I am more and more convinced that some 
people are put in our lives solely to try our 
patience and tamper with our tolerance 
levels.”― Richelle E. Goodrich 
 
“Let things bother you. The times today are 
too dangerous for the young and the smart 
to be not bothered.”― Sharad Vivek Sagar 
 
"When people bother you in any way, it is 
because their souls are trying to get your 
divine attention and your blessing."  
― Catherine Ponder 
 
"Value your freedom or you will lose it, 
teaches history. "Don't bother us with 
politics," respond those who don't want to 
learn." ― Richard Stallman 
 

Sunday Volunteers This Week Next Week 

Bookshop Sarah Howes Jane Wilkinson 

Children & Worship Elsa Hjelmar Dave Hjelmar 

Counting Deacons Brandon Stabler, Kim Burgoyne 
Fred Daniels, Vickie McGowan 
Horan 

Dwell Kids Teacher Tom Mancuso Bill Potter 

Flower Delivery 
Vickie McGowan-Horan, Kitty & 
George Trimarco 

Claire Hughes, Barbara Walton 

Forum Church Committee Fair 
Meet FRC Mission and Volunteer 
Coordinator Lisa Ettkin 

Jazz Vespers 
Peg Delaney, piano; Bill Delaney, 
bass; Dave Ray, violin; Tim Coakley, 
drums 

Wayne Hawkins, piano; Lou 
Smaldone, bass; Graeme Francis, 
drums 

Kinderwyk Claire Hughes, Natalie Pizzolo Lian Drisgula, Natalie Pizzolo 

Liturgist Daniel Carlson  

Preacher Bill Levering Bill Levering 

Processing Elders 
Christine Daniels, Bill Rochelle, 
Richard Rose, Jeanne Shoulder, 
Maria Todd, Barbara Walton 

Joanne Arnold, Christine Daniels, 
Jeanette Davidson, Mary Jewett, 
Wat Robb 

Reader Cynde Schwartz Barbara Walton 

Refreshments Ellie Rowland Unity Sunday 

Ushers 
Tom Burgoyne, David Bundy,  
Joe Gotwals, Karen Gonda,  
Gabby Pizzolo, Julia Ettkin 

Christine & Matt Jones, Aline 
Stabler  



  

Coming Up 
More information is in the newsletter at the back of the sanctuary. 

 
 Sun, Oct 20 9am Chancel Choir  Sanctuary 
 9am Chords of Love Music Level 
 9:45am Kinderwyk Forest Nursery 
 10am Worship / Baptism Sanctuary 
 10:15am Dwell Kids' Class Mountain room 
 10:15am Young Children and Worship River room 
 11:15am Children’s Music Music Level 
 11:15am Committee Fair Covenant Hall 
 3pm Music Company Orchestra Sanctuary 
 4pm Youth Group Apple Picking Riverview Orchards 
 5pm Jazz Vespers Covenant Hall 
    
Mon, Oct 21 10:30am Glen Eddy Group Glen Eddy 
 6pm Community Yoga Covenant Hall 
    
Tue, Oct 22 10am Horizon's Bible Study Mohawk – Pres 
 7pm Book Discussion w/ Bill Buell Poling Chapel 
 7:30pm Anxious To Talk About Mohawk - Lunn 
    
Wed, Oct 23 11:30am Wednesday Lunch Covenant Hall 
 11:30am First Things Volunteers Mohawk House 
 6:30pm Square Dancing Covenant Hall 
 7pm Adult Ukulele Music Level 
    
Thu, Oct 24 7:30am Breakfast Bible Bunch Mohawk – Lunn 
 10am Stitch Group Walton Room 
 7pm Chancel Choir  Choir room 
    
 5pm Musician of Ma’alwyck Gala Sanctuary 
    
Sun,  Oct 27 9am Chancel Choir  Sanctuary 
 9am Chords of Love Music Level 
 9:45am Kinderwyk Forest Nursery 
 10am Worship Sanctuary 
 10:15am Dwell Kids' Class Mountain room 
 10:15am Young Children and Worship River room 
 11am Care & Prayer Dykstra Chapel 
 11:15am First Forum Poling Chapel 
 11:15am Unity Sunday Reception Covenant Hall 
 11:15am Children’s Music Music Level 
 5pm Jazz Vespers Covenant Hall 

“I asked You, in the nicest possible way, 

to make me a better person, but  

apparently You couldn’t be bothered.” 



Gather Us In 


