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The Covenant of Our 

Congregation 

Adopted in 1962 

We do hereby set forth the 

principles of the Christian 

faith as commonly held 

among us, believing that no 

other foundation can anyone 

lay than that which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. 

It shall be our aim to bring 

joy to little children, 

instruction and high ideals 

to youth, inspiration to men 

and women in the midst of 

life, and comfort to those in 

life's later years; and to 

labor together for the 

betterment of humankind. 

Our fellowship shall not be 

dependent upon identity of 

theological opinion, or of 

outward circumstance, or 

of denominational concern, 

but shall grow from a 

common loyalty to Jesus, a 

common commitment to 

serve the world we touch, 

and a common purpose to 

do justly, to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with 

God. 

Our ideal is a church of the 

open mind, the warm heart, 

the hopeful spirit, and the 

social vision which ever 

seeks to express, in all 

walks of life, the mind of 

Jesus. 



Welcome to First Reformed Church 
We are a welcoming and affirming congregation and absolutely everyone is invited 

to our worship, activities, and service. 
 
If you are a first time visitor, we hope you feel at 
home here. Please fill out a little white pew card 
and place it in the offering plate and join us after 
the service for coffee and refreshments. Stop by 
a welcome table at the entrance to the Sanctuary. 
 
Non-Emergency Number 
Schenectady Police: 518-630-0911 
 
Parking 
You may park in any of the lots around the 
church or the Stockade Inn on Sunday mornings. 
 
Need Help? 
Large print bulletins and audio receivers are 
available to assist you. Please ask an usher. 
Special bulletins for children are also available. 
Restrooms are located out the front right 
doorway of the sanctuary. 
 
Elders in Worship 
Past and current leaders we call 'Elders' walk in 
together at the beginning of worship and sit in 
the front pew. This is to identify them as 
servants of the mission of the church and make it 
easy to see who you might talk to about the life 
of our congregation. 
 
Joining the Congregation 
To become a member of the congregation, there 
is a one-time orientation, a meeting with the 
governing board, and a reception in worship. If 
you are interested in the next orientation, please 
fill out a white pew card. 
 
Communion 
Our congregation celebrates the Lord’s Supper 
on the first Sunday of the month. All followers 
of Christ are invited to share this meal. 
 
Hearing Assistance 
We have a hearing aid loop system that will 
make it easier to hear.  Ask an usher.

 
Child Care on Sunday 
Childcare for children through Pre-k is available 
from 9:45am until noon Downstairs in 
Friendship Hall. 
 
Church School 
All children in grades K-8 are welcome to join 
in our Church School activities by leaving 
immediately after the Children's Message. 
Parents can pick up their children at 11:15am in 
the Walton House. 
 
Church School on Communion Sundays 
On Communion Sundays (the first Sunday of  
the month) youth in grades 3-8 remain in the 
service to participate in Communion. Those in 
grades K-2 are welcome to join church school 
after children’s message. 
 
Children’s Worship Bulletins 
Special bulletins for children, ages 3-6 and 7-12 
are available each Sunday. If the ushers are not 
handing them out, just ask for one. 
 
After Worship 
Typically, after worship, people stop for a chat 
and a cookie in Dirck Romeyn room before 
going to a learning opportunity that lasts until 
noon. Visitors are welcome to join in. 
 
Service Online 
A recording of each of our worship services is 
usually posted at 1stReformed.com after a few 
days. Live streaming is also available there.  
 
Lost and Found 
If you have lost or misplaced an item at church, 
please check the basket found in the Narthex 
located at the front of the church. 
 
Columbarium Accessible on Sundays 
Those wishing to visit the columbarium during 
construction may do so on Sunday mornings 
from 11-11:30am. Our sexton, Tom Mahan will 
be stationed at the church office entrance to 
provide safe passage to the columbarium. 



Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

November 5, 2017 

*The congregation may stand. 

PRELUDE Avery Tunningley 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save      

 Thomas Chesterton 

Our Refuge and Strength      

 Donald  F. Callender 

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation      

 Humphrey Turner 

 

10:00 a.m. 

GREETING  Daniel Carlson 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & ORIENTATION 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Bill Levering 

 

INTROIT Jubilate Deo 

   

*HYMN Our God, Our Help in Ages Past #210 

  

*OUR NEED FOR GOD (unison) 

Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 

what our hearts can no longer bare, and 

what has become for us a lonely burning.  

Set us free from a past that we cannot 

change and open to us a future in which 

we can be changed.   

 

*GOD’S FORGIVING LOVE 

 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE (unison)  

Now thank we all our God 

With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

In whom this world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers' arms, 

Hath blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, 

And still is ours today. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

 

The Apostles’ Creed – Traditional version 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

 

ANTHEM  Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 

  Harold W. Friedell 
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether;  

For when humbly, in thy name, 

Two or three are met together,  

Thou art in the midst of them: 

Alleluya! Alleluya!  

Touch we now thy garment’s hem. 

As the faithful used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, 

Then with thanks to God the Father  

break the bread and bless the cup 

Alleluya! Alleluya!  

So knit thou our friendship and love. 

All our meals and all our living  

make as sacraments of thee, 

That by caring, helping, giving,  

we may true disciples be. 

Alleluya! Alleluya!  

We will serve thee faithfully.  

 

FIRST LESSON  Therese McCarty 

Guide us, God, by your Word and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 1 John 3:1-3 (pg 240) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 5:1-12 (pg 4) 

 

SERMON  Bill Levering 

Mixed Blessings 

 

*HYMN I Sing a Song of the Saints of God #364 



 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  Speak, O Lord 

 Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend 

*DOXOLOGY #592 

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

INVITATION and PRAYER 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

SANCTUS (unison)  Carl Steubing 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts,  

heav’n and earth are full of thy glory.  

Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. 

 DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
Hold until all are served 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN For All the Saints #526 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE Twofold Amen 

 Greek 

 

POSTLUDE Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing 

 Sicilian Mariners 

+ + + 

Celebratory or Memorial Flowers 

Sign up for flowers in the church office where 

you can choose a date for donating flowers to 

remember a loved one or to honor a special 

event. The cost of the flowers is $30 for two 

bouquets. You may send your check payable to 

Chancel Guild c/o Marlene Risseeuw, 2140 

Niskayuna Drive, Niskayuna, NY 12309.  

 

Prayers of the People 

Requests for prayer may be noted on a pew card 

and placed in the offering plate. We pray 

regularly for those who are ill, those who serve 

their country, those who hunger, and those who 

are our enemies. As part of our prayers this 

morning, we remember with thanksgiving 

members of our church who entered eternal rest 

in previous years about this time: 

Jean Heilman, Ada Huybregtse, Melissa 

Greskovich, Alan F. Kuhn 

If you are aware of a departed member, whose 

name has not been noted near the anniversary of 

their death, please contact the church office. 

 

Historical Drama Play – Today 

The Archives and Historical Committee is 

presenting “We All Become Brothers and 

Sisters”  Today, at 2pm in the Sanctuary. In this 

production, the Civil War has recently ended 

and the former slaves are struggling to find a 

place in a free society. Eliphalet Nott, head of 

Union College for 62 years, died five days ago; 

at his wake, former students have arrived in 

Schenectady to attend. Five of them — a local 

minister, the US Secretary of State, a future US 

President, a former General of the 

Confederacy, and a member of the Choctaw 

Tribe who was a Confederate officer — 

convene at the Nott residence with Nott's 

widow and his personal secretary. They, along 

with Nott's ghost, engage in a dramatic 

portrayal of the hopes and fears for themselves, 

for each other, and for the country. 

 



 

Justice Action Committee New Book Club 

and Lunch - Sundays Nov. 5 & 19, Dec. 3 

"A Light in the Window: The City Mission Of 

Schenectady." Please join the JAC as we discuss 

Chris Graf's book. We are meeting on 3 Sundays 

at 12pm in the Mohawk House for discussion, 

reflection and consideration of how we can 

support the light in the window. Books are 

available in the book shop. Please contact Liz 

Mastrianni, lzmstro@gmail.com, for more 

information. 

 

Boundaries Sunday AM Adult Class 

This study offers help, encouragement, insight 

and wisdom to all who struggle with their 

inability to say no, as well as to anyone who 

seeks to live a healthy and balanced life. Based 

on the book Boundaries – When to Say Yes, How 

to Say No, to Take Control of Your Life by Cloud 

& Townsend this class is led by Lisa Ettkin, one 

of our Stephen Leaders, Sundays at 8:30am. For 

info. contact Lisa at lisa@paintingbylisa.com 

(518)631-4410. 

 

Water Filters for Puerto Rico 

Elder Del Pierce has initiated a small effort 

to supply water filters to people still without 

drinking water in Puerto Rico. Del has 

connected with Lou Haveman, who many of 

you know, to purchase and send filters to a 

reliable recipient on the island, who will 

distribute them. To date he has funding and 

orders to send 44 filters. That will supply 

enough water for drinking, cooking, and 

washing dishes for 44 families. All this is 

possible through the generosity of people in 

FRC and the community. If you can help 

send more filters, please contact Del. 

 

Faith Bookshop / Heritage Room 

Three delightful books for children are now 

available for purchase in the Bookshop:  "The 

Giving Tree" by Shel Silverstein, "Miss Fanny's 

Hat" by Jan Karon, and "The Poet's Dog" by 

Patricia MacLachlan. Any would be a nice gift 

to take to a family Thanksgiving gathering. 

Justice Action Council Food Drive 

We are collecting peanut butter & canned tuna 

throughout the month of November, please bring 

in any brand as these are in great demand. 

Justice Action Council is sponsoring this 

targeted food drive to help one of our sister 

churches in classis, Trinity Reformed Church, 

launch their very own food pantry in Rotterdam, 

which has very few pantries of their own. There 

is a box in the Dirck Romeyn room for your 

donations or you can bring them to Pastor 

Jonathan’s office.  

 

Care and Prayer 

Need a moment for prayerful support after 

worship? Trained Stephen Ministers will be 

available in the Dykstra Chapel after the service 

on the last Sunday of each month to sit with, 

listen to, and pray for & with you. Please stop by 

if this sounds like it may be just what you need. 

 

“Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he 

shall never be disappointed.” ― Alexander 

Pope 

“Blessed are the hearts that can bend; they 

shall never be broken.” ― Albert Camus 

“Blessed are the cracked, for they shall let in 

the light.” ― Groucho Marx 

“Blessed are they who see beautiful things in 

humble places where other people see 

nothing”  ― Camille Pissarro 

“Blessed are the sleepy ones: for they shall 

soon nod off.” ― Friedrich Nietzsche 

“Blessed are the young, for they shall inherit 

the national debt.” ― Herbert Hoover 

“Blessed are those who do whatever they can 

wherever they are, for no one is devoid of 

resources or opportunities.”  ― Daniel Quinn 

“Blessed is he who has learned to laugh at 

himself for he shall never cease to be 

entertained.”  ― John Boswell  



 

 

 

  



Coming Up 
See the newsletter or call the church office for more information 

Date Time Event Description Place 

Today 8:30am 
Boundaries 
Adult Class 

A new study group on Boundaries – When to Say 

Yes, How to Say No, to Take Control of Your Life. 
Mohawk 
House - Pres 

Today 9am Chords of Love 
We meet every Sunday. Any kids ages 8-18 are 
welcome. No experience needed. 

Mezzanine 

Today 11am Chancel Guild We are having our Fall Business meeting. 
Mohawk 
House - Pres 

Today 11:15am First Forum Stewardship – Brad and Cathy Lewis Sanctuary 

Today 2pm 
Historical 

Drama Play 

The Archives and Historical Committee is 

presenting “We All Become Brothers & Sisters”. 
Sanctuary 

Today 3pm 
New Members 
Class 

Interested folks are invited to a membership 

orientation that includes a tour of the church. 

Church 

Office 

Today 6pm Youth Group “Love your Jewish Neighbor as yourself” 
Mohawk 
House Pres. 

Nov 6 11am Group V Contact Maria Todd with Questions. 
Dirck 
Romeyn 

Nov 7 10am 
Horizons Bible 
Study 

We will continue as usual on 11/7 & 11/14, then 
hold our last class for this study on 12/3. 

Mohawk 
House Pres. 

Nov 8 9:30am 
Kerygma 
Conversations 

Discussion of chapter 10 & 11 in The Story of 
Christianity. 

Dirck 
Romeyn 

Nov 8 6pm 
Fellowship 
Meal 

A come as you are, bring something if you can 
dinner, before Contemplative Worship.  

Dirck 
Romeyn 

Nov 8 7pm 
Contemplative 
Worship 

Reflective service of song, Scripture, communion, 
prayers, and Christ's peace. 

Sanctuary 

Nov 9 10am Stitch Group Meets every Thursday. Contact Joan Lindsay. Mezzanine 

Nov 9 7:30pm Chancel Choir  
Can’t make it, come to Sunday 9am rehearsals 
Contact Corine Salon csalon@nycap.rr.com. 

Sanctuary 

Nov 11 10am Youth Group 
Sorting Thanksgiving baskets at Keane School/ 
till 1pm. Lunch will be provided. 

1252 
Albany St. 

Nov 12 11:15am First Forum Creation Retreat Reprisal – Daniel Carlson Sanctuary 

Nov 15 7pm Adult Ukulele 
Wednesday evenings. No experience is needed. 
Call the church office to borrow a ukulele. 

Sanctuary 

Nov 16 6:30pm 
Stephen 
Ministry 

Continuing Ed. for some Stephen Ministers; 
Small Group Peer Supervision for all. 

Mohawk 
House Lunn 

Nov 17 11:30am 
Group VII & 
Group V Lunch 

Let Connie Young know by Nov 15 if you’re 
coming (518)393-7061 cyoung50@nycap.rr.com 

Edison Club 
Boardroom 

Nov 19 4pm 
Jazz Vespers 
Thanksgiving 

Presented with help from The American 
Federation Musicians Union Local 85-133. 

Sanctuary 

Nov 19 5pm 
Family Harvest 
Potluck 

Welcome all families with children of all ages 
interested. RSVP to Dorothy at (518)281-5673. 

Mohawk 
House Lunn 



Sunday, November 5 
 8:00am .......... Organ Practice 
 8:30am .......... Boundaries Adult Class 
 9:00am .......... Choir Rehearsal  
 9:00am .......... Chords of Love 
 9:45am .......... Kinderwyk 
 10:00am .......... Worship 
 10:00am .......... Communion 
 10:15am .......... Church School K-5 
 11:00am .......... Chancel Guild Fall Meeting 
 11:15am .......... Forum 
 11:15am .......... Kirk Ringers 
 2:00pm .......... Historical Drama Play 
 3:00pm .......... New Members Class 
 5:00pm .......... Jazz Vespers  
 6:00pm .......... Youth Group 
 
Monday, November 6 
 9:00am .......... Men’s News Group 
 11:00am .......... Group V 

 
Tuesday, November 7 
 10:00am .......... Morning Prayer 
 10:00am .......... Horizons Bible Study 
 11:00am .......... Admin Staff Meeting 
 11:30am .......... Support & Care 
 7:00pm .......... Short Short Writing 
  

Wednesday, November 8 
 9:30am .......... Kerygma Conversations 
 1:00pm .......... Pastoral Team Meeting 
 !:00pm .......... Archives 
 2:00pm .......... Staff Meeting 
 6:00pm .......... Fellowship Meal 
 7:00pm .......... Contemplative Worship 
 
Thursday, November 9 
 7:30am .......... Breakfast Bible Bunch 
 10:00am .......... Stitch Group 
 7:30pm .......... Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, November 12 
Stewardship Sunday 
 8:00am .......... Organ Practice 
 8:30am .......... Boundaries Adult Class 
 9:00am .......... Choir Rehearsal  
 9:00am .......... Chords of Love 
 9:45am .......... Kinderwyk 
 10:00am .......... Worship 
 10:15am .......... Church School K-5 
 11:15am .......... Forum 
 11:15am .......... Kirk Ringers 
 2:00pm .......... New Members Class 
 5:00pm .......... Jazz Vespers 
 

 This Sunday Next Sunday 

Jazz Vespers Nat Phipps, Pete Toigo, Tom D'Andrea Tim Olsen, Piano 

Bookshop Bill Clock  

Counting Deacons Andy Chestnut, Therese McCarty Cathy Lewis, Joan Lindsay 

Greeters  Charles & Inge-Lise Pangburn  Gini McDermott, Gay Doolittle 

Flower Delivery 
 Jim and Sharron McCullough  
 Sally Clark 

 Doug & Ann Phillips 
 Adam & Rebecca Mason 

Preacher Bill Levering Bill Levering 

Liturgist Daniel Carlson Daniel Carlson 

Processing Elders 
 Liz Mastrianni, Darwin Brudos, Arthur  
 Casey, Gay Doolittle, Eric Evans, Mary  
 Jewett, Walt Robb, Maria Todd 

 Marilyn Leach, Brad Lewis, Don Leach,   
 Cathy Lewis, Thomas Lindsay, Margaret  
 Schadler, 

Reader Therese McCarty Cathy Lewis 

Ushers 
Bill Clock (head usher), Julia Ettkin,  
Lisa Ettkin,  Aline Stabler, Christina 
Jones, Matt Jones, Nancy Wainwright 

Del Pierce (head usher), Christine Lund, 
Doug Todd,  


